
Policeman in 
Attack Told 
To Quit Job 

TW8* _qsjls 193? 

Resignation of Rmgcne Van 
Rmitte. motorcycle officer In the 
Oakland Police Department ami 
*«on of Police Inspector Pater Van 
Houtle, was donm tided today by 
City Manager OaJaan H. C^rr. 

Carr loaned nn ultimatum that 
Van Houlte either resI rii «r be dl»- 
mltwed on the recommendation of 
Police Chief James T. Drew, who 
last night auspeudeil the officer 
nnd charred him with misconduct, 
mmeceMBory violence on a citizen, 
conduct unbecoming an officer and 
gentleman, and neglect of duty. 

Charge* against Van Jfoutte were 
based In part, on .the report of 
DeWsrd B, Gresham, son of DrJ 
John I,. Oreuhnm, Olry Councilman, 
thofc Van Hourie ihreatenod 
ahoot him and struck him with the 
butt of a gun after he cam* to the 
aid of a. girl he mliiI the officer wo* 
mounting; 

Gitalin tn declared that Vao 
Jfonlte, on Mouduy, attempted to 
Induce Mias Henrietta Anderson 
wale l ean in a le.ituuranl at Fifth 
Avenue and TOant Twelfth Hlrnet, to 
leave her poet nnd go our with him. 
The girl was no frightened of the 
officer aha broke Into tear*, ac¬ 
cording to the atorJeM »told Chief 
Drew by Gresham and other wlt- 

ueancH. 

After Grealmm persuaded Van 
Houlte to leave the restaurant. 
Orsahiwn declared. the officer 
forced him against the wall of a 
battery shop adjacent to the remt- 
nuranl holding a gun against his 
bod>. In the ensuing ncuffl*. V an 
Houlte dropped and retrieved his 



J iruimc urupiiBu uuu reinevoi 
gun, acnortling to the report. 

"Piif your bauds up. Don’t 
tliink I won't shoot," Gresham 
quoted Van I lout tv as saving ii> 
him. 

Gresham Maid ihal after he put 
111 * hands up Van Houlte at ruck 
him below the right eye with the 
butt of I lie gun. breaking the akin 
of Ills cheek. H« dclared the af¬ 
fair began after Vim Ifoutla and 
rive other person*, whose names 
were not revealed, held a "drink¬ 
ing party" in n building that is 
part of Gresham’s service station, 
adjacent to the restaurant. 

The six persons drank about 
throe-quorters of a gallon of gin 
between thorn. Chief Drew mid he 
learned, lie said witnesses said Van 
Houtte was not drunk, but bud 
been drinking. 

Van IJoutt*. at his home at 24 4? 
Montana Street, said be hud not 
been fold of Carr’s ultimatum and 
that he had uo comment on the 
charges. He is 28, and has been a 
member of the police department 
since December t. J.I129. 

Carr said that he demanded Van 
Honlte’s resignation not only be¬ 
cause of G realm in’s story, hut also 
because he was "annoyed l>v other 
Incident* In which Van Houtle has 
been reported." 

Van Itnutte was a semi-profes¬ 
sions I bn Helm II player before he 
joined the police force. Me was 
married in June, lUl'T. 


Patrolman Eugene Von HoutU s 
pistol was unloaded^hgn Jt was 
pointed at DeWard Graham during 
the altercation wTOl-Wused Van 
Hon tie's dismissal from the police 
Torre according to his tarthnoy at 
1 the hearing of his appeal before the 
Civil Service Board last night, 

Van Houtte testified that he tin- 

JS ptalol bri«« Uie AJ*- 

ine b,(>n “» lh«mob«W co,dd bo 
hurt" The Civil Service Bo™* 1 
took testimony from Van Houtte 
and others, and then ordered the 
case continued until April 7 foi 

m Van'Houtte^w*# dlanissiHi frnm 

the police force after U «« 
that he had annoyed a restaurant 
/waitress and had ^saultcd Gres- 
ham. son of Councilman John U 
Gresham, after the latter had tried 
'to protect the waitress. Testimony 
at last night's hearing declared that 

there was an Informal party at the 

restaurant-service station where the 
conflict occurred, and that 1tour per- 
sons imbibed three quart* of kin 
and had sent out for more. 

Witnesses included City Managu 
Ossinn E. Carr, Chief of Police 
James T. Drew, DeWord Gresham 
William Fournier, and Mrs. Henri- 
: cue Anderson, tlie waitress. Th« 
l witnesses were all for the prosecu 
I lion. Von Houttc’a witnesses wil 
testify at Utc next se^on. 

The Civil Service Board heai* 
Van Houtte’s appeal because U wa 
compelled to do so under a wi « 
mandamus from the Superior Cour 


OffiCtr, Chasing Speeds. 
Hits Cor; Bodly Injured 
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